
St. Andrew’s United Church
Cochrane, Alberta

Sunday Worship July 5, 2015
 Please Stand As You Are Able

Today’s Ministry:  Simpson Gilbert
The Gathering

Welcome, Community Notices:
 Sharing The Peace of Christ:

I invite you now to greet one another in the love and peace of Christ.

PRAISE: “Make a Joyful Noise”  VU 820

Lighting The Candles: 

Call To Worship: 
We're here again, Lord
Your family, in fellowship together
Friends, strangers, colleagues, neighbours
Short, tall, rich and poor
An assortment of your people with one purpose and one aim
To learn from you and to worship you

We are here to celebrate life, in all its fullness,
To celebrate this world, and the universe we live in,
so unimaginably vast and diverse, yet so minutely beautiful.
To celebrate human life, with all its physical, intellectual, 
and spiritual delights; so close to earth, so near to God.

We are here to pray for joy, peace, and love – 
for ourselves and for every human being;
We are here to praise God, the great giver of all.

Be with us in our diversity
Join us in unity through your love
That we might leave this place 
Knowing that we have met not only with each other
But also with you

Praise: “I Am the Light of the World”  VU 87

Prayer of Approach:
Blessed be God, Creator, Redeemer and Sustainer.
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And blessed be God’s realm, now and forever.
God be with you.



And also with you.
Lift up your hearts
We lift them up to God

Let us draw near to God ...
We come together as persons who hunger for the bread of truth 
and thirst for life that is real. We bring ourselves as we are: our 
strengths and our weaknesses; our love and our indifference; our 
fears and our hopes. We confess together our inhumanity and sin 
in the things we have done and left undone, and our failure to 
fulfill the life you have given us – forgive us we pray and renew us 
so that we may discover anew what it is to live as daughters and 
sons of your realm, fully human, fully alive.

Gracious God, forgive us our inhumanity and sin, 
free to us live, and give us now the life of your realm. Amen.

Assurance:
In this world there is not always fairness, but there is always grace. 
God’s grace is given freely and abundantly to everyone. Accept this gift 
and with it open your heart to receive God’s forgiveness, healing, and 
abundant new life.

the Ministry of the Word
Scripture Readings: Cara Moser

Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18
John 1:43-51

V/   Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church.
R/   Thanks be to God.

Reflection:  “Softly and Tenderly Jesus is Calling”

Liturgical Response: A Reflection on our call:
In the midst of darkness, 
this world, this country, this city, this street, 
this place in which we meet, 
it is your light by which we see 
all others are too dim to break through the smog 
that conceals your glory to our neighbour
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May your light so shine in our lives
that others might see you 
and seeing you respond - 
hold out their hand to grasp the flame 
that cuts through the grime of lives spoiled 



and cloud of uncertainty 
to show the beauty of the person within.

Psalm 85
I am listening to what the Lord God is saying;
He promises peace to us, his own people, 
if we do not go back to our foolish ways.
Surely he is ready to save those who honour him 
and his saving presence will remain in our land

All: Love and faithfulness will meet; righteousness and peace will 
embrace. Man's loyalty will reach up from the earth, and God's 
righteousness will look down from heaven.
 Hymn of Response:        ‘I the Lord of Sea and Sky”  VU #509
God of city, town and village, we see you both in the spectacular 
and in the ordinariness of life. In the beauty of a sunset behind a city 
skyline and in the selfless giving of time to one in need; in the 
tranquility of the dawn chorus and the roar of a jet engine. 
Open our eyes that we might see

Our skills, our knowledge, our wisdom
All have their origins with you.
Open our minds that we might understand

Our creativity, our art, our poetry, our visual expressions are reflections 
of your creativity, your Spirit working in us and around us.
Open our imaginations that we might explore our own creativity

God of all, we were not all born to be rich or famous, 
but we were all born with the potential to become the people 
whom you would have us be.
Help us to see the potential within the lives of others 
especially those we would not naturally choose as friends or 
neighbours.
Help us to become the people you would have us be.
Help us realize our true potential.
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May the God of diversity draw us close to each other here today. 
Old and young, weak and strong, wise and simple. 
Together we are the body of Christ in this place. 
Together we are strong, bound together by the bonds of your 
love.
Together we can explore together the wonder that is mankind 
our own uniqueness, our own self-worth.

May the Holy Spirit grant us the wisdom 



to see the potential in ourselves and others
the knowledge to understand that all humankind 
has its origins in the Godhead
and the understanding that Gods love extends to all creation
 Hymn:“Will You Come and Follow Me”VU567 

Gathering The Gifts & Prayer of Dedication:

Invitation To Offering: 
As forgiven and reconciled people, let us with joy present our gifts to 
God.

Gathering the Gifts:  

Special Music: “For Those Tears I Died”

Offertory Prayer: 
Loving God, we present our gifts as a token of our love for You. 
Help us to express that love truly, to ourselves and to others. May 
our love not be limited by class, culture, economic status, age, or 
any other excluding category.

May your Spirit so fill us that we are enabled to love 
unconditionally, whether or not our love is returned, even as You, 
in Christ, have shown Your love for us. Amen.

Prayers of the People: 

Call To Prayer: “Spirit of the Living God” VU376
2 Spirit of the living God, move among us all;

make us one in heart and mind, make us one in love:
humble, caring, selfless, sharing.

Spirit of the living God, fill our lives with love!
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Concerns and Celebrations:

… and we join our words together in the prayer Jesus taught us 
singing
Lord’s Prayer: “The Lord’s Prayer” VU959

Sending Forth
Benediction:
May we who share Christ’s body, live Christ’s risen life;
we who drink Christ’s cup, bring life to others;



we whom the Spirit lights, give light to the world.
Keep us in this hope that we have grasped;
so we, and all your children, shall be free,
and the whole earth live in love, and praise you, O God. Amen.

 Hymn for the journey: “Sent Forth by God’s Blessing” VU481

 Dismissal:
Go forth in the name of the living God who is by nature creative and 
loving. Go forth to hear the wisdom in the stories of our ancestors in 
the Bible. Go forth to challenge all that enslaves the spirits of children, 
women and men. Go forth rejoicing that we have each other for the 
renewal of our spirits.

May God bless you and keep you. 
May God smile upon you and be gracious to you. 
May God be present with you and give you peace
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