
Minute for Mission 
June 26 Faith Formation 

A Safe Place under the Rainbow 
In northern Ontario, Camp McDougall runs a week-long Rainbow 
Camp for LGBTQ campers and their allies. Director Deb Woodman 
talks about what makes this camp unique: 

Our goal is to educate and promote awareness in society 
regarding gender, sexual identities, and expressions. Camp is 
organized around the philosophy of safer space; in other words, 
no questions will be asked and no explanations are needed for 
campers to live in their chosen identities and be honoured in this. 
We support this each day by offering campers the opportunity to 
claim their identity for the day or moment.  

We use educational programming on gender, sexuality, sexual 
health, trans issues, and body image to structure the day. The 
programming also includes fun activities, singing, running, and 
exploring as well as going on a nature hike, watching films, and 
discussing topics. We do all of these and many more traditional 
camp activities like having bonfires, holding an open stage night, 
playing cards, and just being silly. 

Each year campers have opportunities to have positive experiences 
that will help them deal with any negative experiences after they 
leave camp. We are thankful that through our gifts for Mission & 
Service, campers are offered a safe space to explore what it means to 
truly be themselves.  

Please join me in making Mission & Service giving a regular part of 
your life of faith. 

Loving God, we are called to be your colours in the world, to walk with 
each other,to share in love through our gifts for Mission & Service. 
Guide us to shine brightly in the world. Amen 

 

FINANCIAL UPDATE: 

Our budgeted operating donations for each week is 
$3035 and last week we collected $3332(including 
$2097 through PAR). 
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 Office Hours 

Tuesday – Friday 9 am – 2 pm 

Summer Off ice Hours 9 am to noon 
Tuesday – Fr iday 

Begins July 5 

The Life and Work of St. Andrew’s 

A warm welcome to all, especially those of you who are here for the 
first time. If you are a visitor please sign our guest book in the foyer. 
If you wish more information about St. Andrew’s just fill in one of the 
cards found in the back of the chair or pew in front of you and place 
the card in the offering plate. If you are new we hope that you have 
been made to feel welcome and that you come back to worship with 
us again. Everyone is invited to stay for refreshments and fellowship. 
Karen May, Joyce Schmidt and Alice King are serving this morning. 
 
NEXT WEEK’S LECTIONARY (July 3) 

2 Kings 5:1-14 or   Isaiah 66:10-14 
 Psalm 30 or  Psalm 66:1-9 

Galatians 6(1-6), 7-16 Luke 10:1-11, 16-20  
 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS: Concert in the Park July 10th at 
Mitford Park – Starts at 2 pm 
   

 

Miriam Copithorne sends her thanks to everyone 
for the casseroles & soups, the cards of 

comfort and the prayer shawl.  David and Miriam 
really appreciated all of your support.  



 
Refugee	Update	

Both	families	are	doing	well.	Louay,	Safaa	and	Ramez	have	been	
faithfully	attending	English	classes	in	Cochrane	but	now	the	couple	will	
be	going	into	Calgary	for	advanced	classes.	All	are	getting	tutoring	in	the	
afternoons.	Safaa	has	been	volunteering	at	Glenbow	School	for	several	
months.	Both	Louay	and	Ramez	passed	the	written	driver's	test	and	

Ramez	was	successful	in	his	first	try	at	the	driving	test.	Louay	is	
scheduled	for	his	soon.		
	

The	move	toward	having	their	own	transportation,	and	travel	into	town	
for	advanced	English	classes	has	meant	an	increase	in	expenses.	The	
other	non-budgeted	expense	is	some	major	dental	work	which	is	not	
covered	by	any	government	funding.	The	sponsorship	group	is	
requesting	donations	toward	these	expenses	and	ask	that,	if	able,	you	
send	cheques	to	the	"Franciscan	Friars,	Box	430,	Cochrane	AB.	T4C	1A6.	
(Memo	line,	"Syrian	Refugee	sponsorship"),	Tax	receipts	will	be	issued.	
Thanks	for	your	help.	

 

Evangelism:  What Does It Mean to You? 
	Alberta	and	Northwest	Conference	posted	February	17	through	March	7	2016,	
an	online	survey	through	the	Conference	e-newsletter.	As	well	a	survey	link	
was	part	of	the	ANW	Conference	Face	Book	page.		
A	majority	of	respondents	believe	faith	should	be	shared	with	others.		
The	survey	asked	people	to	give	a	definition	to	evangelism.	Lay	people	were	
more	likely	than	ministry	personnel	to	define	evangelism	negatively.		
Approximately	19	percent	of	lay	respondents	(a	total	of	132	had	responded)	
defined	evangelism	in	negative	terms	such	as	“fire	and	brimstone”	or	
“attempting	to	influence	others	who	do	not	share	one’s	religious	beliefs”.	

In	contrast	95	out	of	99	ministry	personnel	(104	responses	were	from	
ministry)	who	chose	to	define	evangelism	did	so	in	positive	terms.		Out	of	the	
other	four,	three	gave	definitions	that	suggested	evangelism	could	have	a	
negative	connotation	as	well	as	a	positive	one.		For	example,	said	one,	
evangelism	is	“sharing	the	Good	News	associated	with	Jesus,	however,	as	you	
know,	it	also	can	mean	rather	negative,	exclusive	views.”	

Approximately	88	per	cent	of	lay	people	and	97	per	cent	of	ministry	
personnel	respondents	said	it	was	important	to	share	faith.		One	person	noted:	
“If	you	have	something	great,	why	would	you	not	want	to	share	it?		How	do	we	
help	grow	the	Kingdome	into	full	flower	without	talking	about	it?”	

The	survey	asked	what	areas	or	topics	of	Evangelism	people	would	be	
interested	in	learning	more	about.		The	most	frequent	response	from	lay	and	
ministry	personnel	was	to	learn	to	express	their	faith	or	beliefs	in	a	non-
judgemental,	non-threatening	way	that	is	respectful.		Approximately	five	lay	
respondents	thought	evangelism	should	be	changed	to	mean	social	justice	or	
outreach.		Three	said	they	weren’t	interested	in	evangelism.	
	

(Reported	by	Foothills	Presbytery,	edited	by		
		Arlene	Hepburn,	St.	Andrew’s	Presbytery	Representative)		

              

                            August 22 – 26, 2016 
                             9 am to Noon 

This year’s VBS is… 
 

 
 

Renew is an environmentally-focused VBS program that inspires 
kids & adults to grow in faith, and change the world as they 
practice stewardship of creation! RENEW VBS focuses on one 
story, Jesus’ Parable of the Sower. Each day the kids hear the 
entire Bible story, but then focus on one section of it to discover 
what the passage means for them and how it relates to caring for 
God’s creation.   
Your help would be appreciated: 
- with decorating 
- by providing leadership that week (There are job descriptions  
   available. Talk to Diane about which one would work for you!)  
- by saving any of the items on the following list: 
 -container that your bedding plants were in 
 -egg cartons 
 -gardening magazines & catalogs 
 -packets of seeds 
 -fabric scraps 
 -leftover pieces & parts from incomplete board games 
 -ice cream pails 
 -yogurt & small margarine containers 

 


