
St. Andrew’s United Church
Cochrane, Alberta

Sunday Worship June 28, 2015
 Please Stand As You Are Able

Today’s Ministry:  Simpson Gilbert
The Gathering

Welcome, Community Notices:
 Sharing The Peace of Christ:

I invite you now to greet one another in the love and peace of Christ.

Centering: “Spirit of Life”  VU 381

Lighting The Candles: 

Call To Worship: 
We are here to celebrate life, in all its fullness,
To celebrate this world, and the universe we live in,
so unimaginably vast and diverse, yet so minutely beautiful.
To celebrate human life, with all its physical, intellectual, 
and spiritual delights; so close to earth, so near to God.

We are here to pray for joy, peace, and love – 
for ourselves and for every human being;
We are here to praise God, the great giver of all.

Prayer of Approach:
Hear, O Israel.
The Creator is our God, and is one.
And you shall love God
With all your heart, with all your soul,
With all your strength, and with all your mind.
And you shall love your neighbour as yourself.
If we do this, we shall live.

Hymn: “Come and Find the Quiet Centre”  VU 374

O God, help us to centre in and worship you. Quiet our 
restlessness and still our noisy desires. Turn us toward your deep 
pools and away from our own shallow waters. Centre us in your 
love. Help us to let go of ourselves, and allow you to hold us 
tightly.
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Assurance:
If the Lord recorded our sins, no one could survive, but God’s capacity 



for grace and forgiveness is awesome. God brings mercy and pardon to 
our lives; it is like our mistakes never happened. In Jesus we are lifted to 
new life and given the chance to start again, fresh – a new creation.
Amen.

the Ministry of the Word
Scripture Readings: Trudy Ross

Psalm 24
Mark 5:21-43

V/   Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church.
R/   Thanks be to God.

Special Music:  'He’s Got the Whole World in His Hands' SAUCIE

Reflection:  “The Power of Faith”

Hymn of Response: “Will Your Anchor Hold” VU 675

Liturgical Response: A Litany of Faith and Courage
Let us join together and remember the example of some who went 
before us; who lived in the light of God.

God of Abraham and Sarah, you have led your people in the past; 
lead us now.
Grant us the courage of Ruth to leave behind the old and 
familiar, the courage of Noah to risk ridicule and scorn, the 
hope of Jeremiah to invest in the future, and the unselfishness 
of Esther to take risks on behalf of others.

God of Moses and Miriam, you delivered your people from 
enslavement and led them through the wilderness, giving them food, 
protection and guidance.
We praise you, Creator, with the words of Miriam: “I will sing to 
God, who has triumphed gloriously!”

God of Deborah and Gideon, you have given us leaders to bring us 
back when we wandered from you, and deliverers to lead us against 
oppression.
Give us wise leaders and deliverers, and grant us the insight 
and courage to follow them.
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From the prophet Micah we have learned of your requirement of 
justice and mercy.
So we pledge ourselves to work for peace, that our country 
might beat its swords into ploughshares and its spears into 



pruning hooks.

As you called and purified the prophet Isaiah, enabling him to speak 
forth your message.
so purify us and give us the commitment to say as Isaiah did: 
“Here am I. Send me.”

God of James and John and Mary Magdalene, you have called us to 
follow Jesus.
Teach us how to work together in mutual responsibility, side-
by-side, neither lagging behind nor shoving to the front.

God of Paul and Priscilla and Aquila, who risked their lives to build 
your church, fill us with enthusiasm for sharing the news of your 
love.
Use us in the spreading of the church, in the building up of its 
parts, in the joining together of its various congregations, and in 
ministry to our world.
 
God of our Saviour Jesus, who gave all in love for the whole world, 
teach us so to love.
Grant us the spirit of Christ, who came not to be served but to 
serve. Amen.

Gathering The Gifts & Prayer of Dedication:

Invitation To Offering: 
As forgiven and reconciled people, let us with joy present our gifts to 
God.

Gathering the Gifts: Gwen Connon 

Offertory Prayer: 
Loving God, as we give, may we truly love others as we love 
ourselves, and may we love ourselves as your creations, whole, 
loved and blessed. May our love be our gift to others, just as our 
life is your gift to us and may we remain in the assurance of being 
loved by you.
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Call To Prayer: “Spirit of the Living God” VU376
2 Spirit of the living God, move among us all;

make us one in heart and mind, make us one in love:
humble, caring, selfless, sharing.
Spirit of the living God, fill our lives with love!



Prayers of the People: 
'You are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people 
belonging to God, that you might declare the praises of him who called 
you out of darkness into his wonderful light'
All: We declare your glory to the world, gracious loving God. We no 
longer walk in the uncertainty of the darkness but in the certainty 
of your glorious light.
For the responsibilities that are ours, your ambassadors 
as children of light in this dark world.
All: Enfold us with the brightness of your Spirit
For our timidity and weakness, the lack of faith 
which often prevents us from bearing fruit.
All: Enfold us with the confidence of your Spirit
For those times when we feel far away from your presence
and choose to wander from your path.
All: Enfold us with the encouragement of your Spirit
For those times when the inner tensions within our lives bring unease 
and fear.
All: Enfold us with the serenity of your Spirit
'You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you 
to go and bear fruit - fruit that will last.'
For those times when we forget that we are a chosen people, special, 
loved and important to your Kingdom
All: Enfold us with the truth of your Spirit
With all of our strengths and weaknesses, successes and failures we 
come to your feet, asking that you fill us
All: Renew us
Take us 
All: Use us
As your lights in this world of darkness, empowered through your Spirit
All: Your Spirit of love
Your Spirit of peace
All: Your Spirit of hope
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Concerns and Celebrations:

For your word which strengthens our faith and empowers our daily lives
All: We thank you, God 
For your word which speaks to us, teaches, admonishes and 
encourages 
All: We thank you, God 
For your word which convinces us of our worth and our uniqueness



All: We thank you, God 
For your word which enables us to share your love to this dark world
All: We thank you, God 

… and we join our words together in the prayer Jesus taught us
All: Our Father…

Closing Hymn:  “I See a New Heaven”  VU 713

Sending Forth
Benediction:
May we who share Christ’s body, live Christ’s risen life;
we who drink Christ’s cup, bring life to others;
we whom the Spirit lights, give light to the world.
Keep us in this hope that we have grasped;
so we, and all your children, shall be free,
and the whole earth live in love, and praise you, O God. Amen.

 Hymn for the journey: “May God’s Sheltering Wings”  MV 214

 Dismissal:
 Go out, among the outcast and the grieving,
and speak the word of life and hope.
Do not fear, but trust in God’s word.
Watch for God with eager expectation,
and be generous with all that has been given you.

And may God respond to your every cry with mercy;
May Christ Jesus take you by the hand and lift you to life;
and may the Holy Spirit build you up in faith, in speech, 
in knowledge, in passion and in love.

We go in peace to love and serve the Lord,
    In the name of Christ. Amen.

Postlude:       'He’s Got the Whole World in His Hands' SAUCIE
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