
St. Andrew’s United Church
Cochrane, Alberta

Sunday Worship March 6 , 2016

 Please Stand As You Are Able

The Gathering
Welcome, Community Notices:

 Sharing The Peace of Christ:

God Is Good

All The Time
All The Time

God Is Good 

Gathering Music: God of Still Waiting MV20          

Lighting The Candles:                                    Diane Scott & a 
Child

Song: Be Still and Know That I Am God MV77

Call To Worship: Psalm 32 (VU759)

Blessed are those whose offences are forgiven, 
whose sin has been put away. 
Blessed are those to whom God imputes no guilt, 
and in whose spirit there is no deceit. 

When I kept silence, my body wasted away, 
while I groaned all the day long. 
For your hand was heavy upon me day and night;
my strength dried up as in a summer drought. 
Then I acknowledged my sin to you, 
my guilt I did not hide. 
I said: "I will confess my sins to God" 
and you forgave the guilt of my sin. 
Therefore let all the faithful pray to you in time of trouble; 



when great floodwater rises, 
it shall not come near them. 
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You are a hiding place for me, 
you will preserve me from trouble;
you will surround me with shouts of deliverance.
 
I will teach you, 
and guide you in the way you should go. 
I will keep you under my eye and instruct you. 
Be not like a horse or mule, without understanding, 
whose course must be checked with bit and bridle. 
Many pains are in store for the wicked, 
but whoever trusts in God, 
ls surrounded by steadfast love. 

Prayer of Approach:

Creator God, healing mother, forgiving father, you have 
given us the gift of life, of vitality and zest.  You have given 
us strength in our weakness, hope in our despair, faith in 
our confusion, family and friends in our loneliness.  You 
have set your path before us and you call us home.  May 
we open ourselves to your love and acceptance. May the 
welcome we feel in our lives be extended to others in this 
time of worship, in our neighbourhoods and in our world.  
Amen.

Pass It On:

Congregational Story Time:

the Ministry of the Word

Scripture Readings:  Grace Atkin
Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32
Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to 
listen to him. And the Pharisees and the scribes were grumbling 
and saying, "This fellow welcomes sinners and eats with them."
So he told them this parable:



"There was a man who had two sons. 
The younger of them said to his father, 'Father, give me the 
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share of the property that will belong to me.' So he divided his 
property between them.

A few days later the younger son gathered all he had and 
traveled to a distant country, and there he squandered his 
property in dissolute living.

When he had spent everything, a severe famine took place 
throughout that country, and he began to be in need. So he 
went and hired himself out to one of the citizens of that country, 
who sent him to his fields to feed the pigs. He would gladly 
have filled himself with the pods that the pigs were eating; and 
no one gave him anything. 

But when he came to himself he said, 'How many of my father's 
hired hands have bread enough and to spare, but here I am 
dying of hunger! I will get up and go to my father, and I will say 
to him, "Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; I 
am no longer worthy to be called your son; treat me like one of 
your hired hands."'

So he set off and went to his father. But while he was still far off, 
his father saw him and was filled with compassion; he ran and 
put his arms around him and kissed him.

Then the son said to him, 'Father, I have sinned against heaven 
and before you; I am no longer worthy to be called your son.'

But the father said to his slaves, 'Quickly, bring out a robe--the 
best one--and put it on him; put a ring on his finger and sandals 
on his feet. And get the fatted calf and kill it, and let us eat and 
celebrate; for this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he 
was lost and is found!' And they began to celebrate.

"Now his elder son was in the field; and when he came and 
approached the house, he heard music and dancing. He called 



one of the slaves and asked what was going on.

He replied, 'Your brother has come, and your father has killed 
the fatted calf, because he has got him back safe and sound.'
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Then he became angry and refused to go in. His father came 
out and began to plead with him.

But he answered his father, 'Listen! For all these years I have 
been working like a slave for you, and I have never disobeyed 
your command; yet you have never given me even a young 
goat so that I might celebrate with my friends. But when this 
son of yours came back, who has devoured your property with 
prostitutes, you killed the fatted calf for him!'

Then the father said to him, 'Son, you are always with me, and 
all that is mine is yours. But we had to celebrate and rejoice, 
because this brother of yours was dead and has come to life; 
he was lost and has been found.'"

V/   Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church.
R/   Thanks be to God.

Special Music: Simple Gifts Allen Foncannon
(Shari Paarsmarkt & Cindy Watson)

*Reflection: “Like a Rolling Stone”

Quote: Forgiveness is giving up the right to retaliate. 
Forgiveness is the willingness to have something happen the 
way it happened. It’s not true that you can’t forgive something: 
it’s a matter of the will, and you always have the choice.

Forgiveness is never dependent on what the other person does 
or does not do; it is always under our control. Forgiveness is 
giving up the insistence on being understood. Jesus forgave 
those who crucified him. This is a radically new way of thinking. 



For those who accept and practice this discipline, there is a 
release of energy and a sense of freedom.

from For Everything There Is a Season
© 1988 by Upper Room Books.

Used by permission of the Publisher.
www.upperroom.org/bookstore, 1 800 972 0433
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 Hymn: All Who Hunger VU420

Service of the Table
Invitation:

Come now to God’s feast:
Come if you are a prodigal parent
Come if you are a prodigal child
Come if you are both
Come with your gratitude
Come with your resentment
Come with your feast
Come with your hunger
Come with your humanity
Come with your humility
Come if you are on your own
Come if you have no direction home
Come if you are a rolling stone

Communion Liturgy

One: God is with us!
All: And we are with God!

One: Let us give thanks to God.
All: It is good to give God thanks and praise.

One: God, when creating this your world, you welcomed us into 
your garden to walk and talk with you.  



All: You gave us all of your creation and its creatures.  You 
gave us the gift of naming and the company of each other.  
You asked only that we welcome you into our hearts and 
care for your garden.  But we wanted more and took it.

One: Through Abraham and Sarah, Moses and Miriam and 
others of old, you called us back to you, welcoming us into your 
land of promise.  
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All: You asked only that we welcome you and love one 
another.  But we wanted more and took it.

One: You called us through your prophets, men and women of 
deep faith and love for your people, inviting us to return to your 
way of love and justice.  
All: You asked only that we do justice, love loyalty and 
walk humbly with you.  But we wanted our own way, and 
took it.

One: In the fullness of your time, you sent us your most 
appealing invitation.  Jesus of Nazareth, born of Mary and 
Joseph, arose among us.  
All: In the signs and wonders he performed, in the teaching 
he gave, he revealed your deepest desire    welcoming us 
to your festive table.  But we preferred to eat with our own 
kind, to find our own happiness.  In our fear we killed him, 
hanging him on a cross.

One: But you reached out and gently removed Jesus from the 
clutches of brokenness and death, breathing in him a life 
beyond our life, a life beyond our imagining.
All: Moving with compassion instead of rage, you breathed 
on Jesus' followers bringing them to life in your spirit.  
Empowered by your spirit, women and men of faith then 
and on through the ages have moved among us, calling us 
to stop our futile efforts to find our own happiness and 
security.  Calling us to turn around and join you in your 
banquet.  Your feast of loving and serving others, knowing 



the fullness of your abundance, striving for the justice and 
wholeness of your peace.

One: God, breathe your holy spirit in us and on these gifts.  In 
faith and by the unity of your spirit may be one with Christ and 
all people of faith.
All: As we are welcomed to this family meal as we are, so 
may we welcome others. Amen.
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Institution:

On the night before Jesus died, he welcomed his followers to a 
table of bread and wine.  Taking the loaf, he broke it, saying, "In 
the brokenness of this bread, as you eat it remember and see 
all that I am and have been for you, come into the fullness of 
God's world."

Sharing his cup of wine with his gathered friends he said, "In 
the spirit of this wine, as you drink it remember and know all 
that I have given and give to you, come into the joy of God's 
love."

Distribution - "Jesus Christ, the bread of life."
        "Jesus Christ, the cup of the Covenant."

Post Communion Prayer: - unison
God of new life, with joy we have received this Sacrament 
of bread and wine.  Unite your church throughout the world 
in continuing Christ's ministry of love and servanthood.  
Strengthen our faith, increase our love for one another and 
send us forth united in courage and peace, rejoicing in the 
power of the Holy Spirit.  Amen.

Prayers of Concern and Celebration:
Loving Mother and Father of us all, hear our prayers—the 
prayers we now share with our church family, and those that we 



hold silently in our hearts…

Our Father, who art in heaven,
Hallowed be thy name.

Thy Kingdom come,
Thy will be done

On earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day, our daily bread;
And forgive us our trespasses,

As we forgive those
Who trespass against us;

And lead us not into temptation,
But deliver us from evil.
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For thine is the kingdom,

And the power, and the glory,
Forever and ever. Amen.

Gathering The Gifts & Prayer of Dedication:

Invitation To Offering: 

Gathering the Gifts:      

Dedication Prayer:                    
Gracious God, we thank you for the beauty and bounty of 
your Creation, for your breath that fills our lungs and your 
love that swells our hearts. Bless this offering and the 
work of this community, that others may be blessed and 
feel a deep sense of gratitude. 

Sending Forth

Hymn: The Church’s One Foundation VU331

 Benediction: 
 In every journey,

may we meet the Christ.



On every mountaintop,
may we find glory.

In every story,
may we hear a word of grace.

And in every moment,
may we meet the transforming power of God.

  Dismissal: “When You Walk From Here” VU298
When you walk from here,
when you walk from here,

walk with justice, walk with mercy,
and with God's humble care.
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