
MINUTE FOR MISSION 
May 31 Support to Local Ministries 

Fort McMurray 
On the first Wednesday night of the month about 20 people, mostly 
young families, crowd into Fort McMurray First United Church in 
Alberta. The Rev. Donalee Williams welcomes everyone to Messy 
Church: crafts, a Bible story, singing, praying, and supper. It’s an 
opportunity for families to worship and connect with one another, 
an important touchstone in a town where most people work shifts 
and getting to regular Sunday services can be difficult. 
In Fort McMurray, people come and go often, so making long-
lasting friendships isn’t always easy. “We say goodbye a lot and 
that’s hard, but we feel our mission is to plant seeds,” says 
Donalee. 
Like many ministers in isolated communities, she conducts a lot of 
baptisms. Most of the people have United Church roots, but not all. 
“I have a class for the parents to talk about what baptism means, 
and I also see this as one of our missions—it’s about acceptance,” 
she adds. In her four years at Fort McMurray First United, she has 
conducted 64 baptisms. 
Mission and Service funding helps the church to stay open. It’s an 
important community space used by two other congregations, an 
Apostolic and a Filipino community. The Muslim community has 
used the church building for prayer during Ramadan, and the 
Hindu community has also held events there. Other churches in 
Fort McMurray do not always welcome non-Christian groups, so 
they come to the United Church. 
“It’s a very different type of church from the ones in southern 
Canada, but people here are very committed, and we’re grateful 
every Sunday for Mission and Service. And we also contribute to 
it,” Donalee concludes. Thanks to our gifts for Mission and Service, 
we help to keep Fort McMurray First United and other churches 
welcoming the communities around them. 
Mighty and tender God, through our gifts for Mission and Service 
we respond to your call to mend the world. 

 
 

ST. ANDREW’S UNITED CHURCH	  
128 FIRST STREET EAST, T4C 1Z3                         PHONE:  932-2585, 932-4209 

EMAIL:cochranestandrew@nucleus.com   
WEBSITE: http://standrewsunitedcochrane.com 

Minister: Rev. Ray Goodship           Phone: 403-477-7962  
Alaina Eckert, Office Administrator                  Cindy Watson, Music Director 
Diane Scott, P/T Office Staff/Family Ministries Coordinator      
Ron Gilavish, Custodian 

 
O f f ice  hours:  

Tuesday to  Fr iday  9am unt i l  2  pm 
 

The Life and Work of St. Andrew’s 

A	  warm	  welcome	  to	  all,	  especially	  those	  of	  you	  who	  are	  
here	  for	  the	  first	  time.	   If you are a visitor please sign 
our guest book in the foyer. If you wish more 
information about St. Andrew’s just fill in one of the 
cards found in the back of the chair or pew in front of 
you and place the card in the offering plate.  If you 
are new to St. Andrew’s we hope that you have been 
made to feel welcome and that you come back to 

worship with us again.  Everyone is invited to stay for the 
Fellowship Lunch provided by the Finance Committee. 
 
NEXT WEEK’S LECTIONARY:   
1 Samuel 8:4-1, (12-15) 16-20 (11:14-15)    Psalm 138 
Genesis 3:8-15  Psalm 130   
2 Corinthians 4:13-5:1  Mark 3:20-35 

 
June 14 Service and 

Picnic 
Worship Service at 11 

am 
followed by the Picnic.   

 the service & picnic will be at Both
the Pusch’s. 
Meat, buns, juice and coffee 
supplied.  Please bring a salad or 
dessert and lawn chairs. 
Pusch’s Acreage 129 Lochend Dr. – east on 1A 

hwy to Lochend Rd. North to Lochend Dr.) 
	  



SPRING CLEANING 
 Friday, June 5 from 9 am to Noon 

Please sign up in the foyer.  The more we 
having helping, the less time it will take! 

Snacks provided. 
 

Vacation Bible Study (VBS) 2015 
August 24 to 28 
9am – 12 noon 

Ages 5-11 
Cost: $30 per child or $80 per family (3 or more)  

G-Force Adventure is the theme of this 
year’s VBS based on Acts17:28a, “in God 

we live, move and exist.” 
 

 

 

More SISTERS IN SPIRIT pins have arrived.  See Neva Norman if 
you would like to purchase one (or more).  Neva is serving coffee 
this morning. 
 

 
COMMITTEE MEETINGS 

Quilting/ Knitting Group: Finished until September 
CD&E Meeting: Tuesday, June 09 at 1:15pm 
UCW Meeting:  Wednesday, June 17 at 10 am 
Finance Meeting:  Wednesday, June 17 at 7 pm 
Board Meeting:  Wednesday, June 24 at 7 pm 

 
WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY HAS ENDED FOR THE SUMMER. 

IT WILL RESUME IN SEPTEMBER. 
 

Financial Update 
Our budgeted operating donations for each week is $3600 and 
last week we collected $2636. (including $2036 through PAR).  

 

United Church Response to Nepal Earthquake 
Your donation to Nepal Earthquake Relief will be applied directly to 
support relief, rehabilitation, and restoration efforts in the country. Here’s 
how you can donate:   

• Phone 416-231-5931 ext. 3050 or toll-free 1-800-268-3781 ext. 
3050 and use your Visa or MasterCard. 

• Send a cheque, money order, or Visa or MasterCard information 
to:  

The United Church of Canada 
Philanthropy Unit—Emergency Response 

3250 Bloor Street West, Suite 300 
Toronto, ON M8X 2Y4 

Please be sure to note “Emergency Response—Nepal Earthquake 
Relief” on the face of your cheque. 

For more information: 
http://www.united-church.ca/communications/news/response/150427 

	  
	  

PSALM	  29	  Paraphrased	  by	  Jim	  Taylor	  

The	  suggested	  psalm	  for	  Trinity	  Sunday	  is	  Psalm	  29.	  I	  have	  several	  versions	  
of	  this	  psalm,	  but	  in	  the	  light	  of	  the	  flash	  floods	  that	  hit	  Houston	  in	  Texas,	  
and	  Cache	  Creek	  here	  in	  B.C.,	  this	  one	  seemed	  appropriate.	  (Please	  forgive	  
the	  male	  references	  -‐-‐	  that	  was	  how	  I	  wrote	  this	  paraphrase	  originally,	  and	  
switching	  it	  to	  gender	  neutral	  terms	  didn’t	  seem	  to	  work.)	  	  	   -‐-‐-‐Jim	  Taylor	  
	  
1	  	  	  Don't	  try	  to	  cross	  the	  river	  alone,	  my	  child.	  
2	  	  	  Let	  your	  father	  carry	  you.	  
3	  	  	  The	  waves	  are	  higher	  than	  your	  head;	  
	   the	  torrent	  will	  sweep	  you	  away.	  
4,5	  	  	  It	  rolls	  the	  rocks	  in	  their	  beds;	  
	   it	  bites	  earth	  from	  its	  banks;	  
	   even	  mighty	  trees	  topple	  and	  fall.	  
6	  	  	  But	  you	  will	  be	  safe	  in	  your	  father's	  arms.	  
	   He	  will	  hold	  your	  head	  above	  water;	  
7	  	  	  His	  feet	  will	  stand	  firm	  against	  the	  flood.	  
8	  	  	  Trust	  him.	  
	   Wrap	  your	  arms	  around	  his	  neck,	  where	  he	  can	  murmur	  comfort	  in	  your	  

ear.	  
9	  	  	  Then	  you	  will	  know	  the	  torrent	  cannot	  touch	  you.	  
11	  Your	  father	  is	  much	  stronger	  than	  you	  are.	  
	   Trust	  him	  to	  carry	  you	  to	  safety.	  


