
St. Andrew’s United Church
Cochrane, Alberta

Sunday Worship May 31, 2015
 Please Stand As You Are Able

Today’s Ministry:  Simpson Gilbert
The Gathering

Welcome, Community Notices:
 Sharing The Peace of Christ:
Then the LORD said to Moses, "Tell Aaron and his sons to bless the 
people of Israel with this special blessing: 'May the LORD bless you and 
protect you. May the LORD smile on you and be gracious to you. May 
the LORD show you His favor and give you His peace.' 
I invite you now to greet one another in the love and peace of Christ.

Gathering Music: “Make a Joyful Noise”  VU 820

Lighting The Candles: Cara Moser
We light the Christ candle remembering the promise of Isaiah 9 that the 
time of darkness and despair will not go on forever. The people who 
walk in darkness will see a great light. For those who live in a land of 
deep darkness, a light will shine. God will enlarge the nation of Israel, 
and its people will rejoice. For God will break the yoke of their slavery 
and lift the heavy burden from their shoulders. 

Call To Worship: 
We are here to celebrate life, in all its fullness,
To celebrate this world, and the universe we live in,
so unimaginably vast and diverse, yet so minutely beautiful.
To celebrate human life, with all its physical, intellectual, 
and spiritual delights; so close to earth, so near to God.

We are here to pray for joy, peace, and love – 
for ourselves and for every human being;
We are here to praise God, the great giver of all.

Prayer of Approach:
Hear, O Israel.
The Creator is our God, and is one.
And you shall love God
With all your heart, with all your soul,
With all your strength, and will all your mind.
And you shall love your neighbour as yourself.
If we do this, we shall live.
Hymn: “Seek Ye First”  VU 356

O God, help us to centre in and worship you. Quiet our 



restlessness and still our noisy desires. Turn us toward your deep 
pools and away from our own shallow waters. Centre us in your 
love. Help us to let go of ourselves, and allow you to hold us tightly

Assurance:
In this world there is not always fairness, but there is always grace. 
God’s grace is given freely and abundantly to everyone. Accept this gift 
and with it open your heart to receive God’s forgiveness, healing, and 
abundant new life.
Amen.

Children’s Gathering Music:        “Jump For Joy” MV48

Children’s time: 

the Ministry of the Word
Scripture Readings: 

Exodus 20:1-17
I Corinthians 1:22-25
V/   Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church.
R/   Thanks be to God.

Anthem: “A Place in the Valley”

Reflection:  “Receiving the Word”

Response:
God’s law is perfect, refreshing the soul,
God’s instruction is sure, giving wisdom to the simple;
God’s precepts are right, rejoicing the heart;
God’s commandment is pure, giving light to the eyes;
God’s fear is clean, enduring forever;
God’s judgements are true, every one of the righteous;
More desirable than gold, even much fine gold,
Sweeter also than honey, pure honey from the comb.
By them is your servant warned;
For in keeping them there is great reward.

Let the words of my mouth and the thoughts of my heart
Be acceptable in your sight, O God, my strength and my redeemer.

Gathering The Gifts & Prayer of Dedication:

Invitation To Offering: 
As forgiven and reconciled people, let us with joy present our gifts to 
God.



Gathering the Gifts:  

Offertory Prayer: 
Loving God, as we give, may we truly love others as we love 
ourselves, and may we love ourselves as your creations, whole, 
loved and blessed. May our love be our gift to others, just as our 
life is your gift to us and may we remain in the assurance of being 
loved by you.

 Hymn: “ I the Lord of sea and sky”  VU #509

Call To Prayer: “Spirit of the Living God” VU376
2 Spirit of the living God, move among us all;

make us one in heart and mind, make us one in love:
humble, caring, selfless, sharing.
Spirit of the living God, fill our lives with love!

Prayers of the People: 
'You are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people 
belonging to God, that you might declare the praises of him who called 
you out of darkness into his wonderful light'
All: We declare your glory to the world, gracious loving God. We no 
longer walk in the uncertainty of the darkness but in the certainty 
of your glorious light.
For the responsibilities that are ours, your ambassadors 
as children of light in this dark world.
All: Enfold us with the brightness of your Spirit
For our timidity and weakness, the lack of faith 
which often prevents us from bearing fruit.
All: Enfold us with the confidence of your Spirit
For those times when we feel far away from your presence
and choose to wander from your path.
All: Enfold us with the encouragement of your Spirit
For those times when the inner tensions within our lives bring unease 
and fear.
All: Enfold us with the serenity of your Spirit
'You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you 
to go and bear fruit - fruit that will last.'
For those times when we forget that we are a chosen people, special, 
loved and important to your Kingdom
All: Enfold us with the truth of your Spirit
With all of our strengths and weaknesses, successes and failures we 
come to your feet, asking that you fill us
All: Renew us
Take us 
All: Use us



As your lights in this world of darkness, empowered through your Spirit
All: Your Spirit of love
Your Spirit of peace
All: Your Spirit of hope

Concerns and Celebrations:

For your word which strengthens our faith and empowers our daily lives
All: We thank you, God 
For your word which speaks to us, teaches, admonishes and 
encourages 
All: We thank you, God 
For your word which convinces us of our worth and our uniqueness
All: We thank you, God 
For your word which enables us to share your love to this dark world
All: We thank you, God 

… and we join our words together in the prayer Jesus taught us
All: Our Father…

Sending Forth
Benediction:
May we who share Christ’s body, live Christ’s risen life;
we who drink Christ’s cup, bring life to others;
we whom the Spirit lights, give light to the world.
Keep us in this hope that we have grasped;
so we, and all your children, shall be free,
and the whole earth live in love, and praise you, O God. Amen.

 Hymn for the journey: “May the God of Hope Go with Us”  VU #424

 Dismissal:
Go forth in the name of the living God who is by nature creative and 
loving. Go forth to hear the wisdom in the stories of our ancestors in the 
Bible. Go forth to challenge all that enslaves the spirits of children, 
women and men. Go forth rejoicing that we have each other for the 
renewal of our spirits.
And may the blessing of almighty God, Creator, Christ and Comforter, 
descend upon us all and remain with us always.


