
The Bread of Heaven
The Cup of Promise

St. Andrew’s United Church
Cochrane, Alberta

Sunday Worship May 8, 2016
 Please Stand As You Are Able

The Gathering
*Welcome, Community Notices:

 Sharing The Peace of Christ

Christ’s peace be with you,
And also with you
Let us greet each other with signs of the peace of Christ.

God Is Good

All The Time
All The Time

God Is Good 

Lighting The Candles:                                               Arlene 
Hepburn                                           

“Opening Our Hearts” MV21

                       Open our hearts, open our minds.
                          Open our lives to you O loving God 

repeat 

Call To Worship: (inspired by Psalm 97)

One: Rejoice in the Lord, the light dawns, be glad!
All: In the midst of struggle and difficulty, we gather in the 



hope that our worship can be a tonic. 
One: We gather in the hope of God’s holy presence…
All: to feel God’s healing and rejuvenating power.
One: May God, who is often hidden, be revealed in our worship. 
All: May God, The Holy Mystery, break into our lives. 

 Hymn: “Deep In Our Hearts”  MV154
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Prayer of Approach: 

Gathering Song: “Behold, Behold”    MV115         

Congregational Story Time: 

Liturgy of Remembering and Dedication:

One: You called Abraham and Sarah from their hometown to  
        the paths of faith.
All: In faith, they answered your call, O God.
One: You called our forebears to venture from their parlours 
        and pews into your hurting world.
All:  In faith, they answered your call, O God.
One: You call us to leave familiar ways and put our hand and 
        our trust in you, God of wanderers.
All:  In faith may we answer your call, O God.

One: We remember those who have gone before, who first 
gathered as a congregation, and who built the first 
church in this place.

All: They carried their faith from places afar, carried their 
dreams to valley, struggled their struggles to make a 
new home in this land.

One: We remember with gratitude and would open our hearts 
to see their visions of faith, to learn from them how to 
hold God central in our daily life.

All: We come as people of today, with joys and sorrows,    
          dreams and challenges, seeking God’s presence.



the Ministry of the Word

Scripture Readings:                                                         Don 
Hepburn

Acts 16:16-34    
John 17:20-26

V/   Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church.
R/   Thanks be to God.
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Anthem:  “Celtic Prayer”

*Reflection:   “The Business of Transforming our World”

Quote: “Christianity can be described as a theological 
materialism: It is that which transforms our material existence. If 
our faith does not throw us into the arms of the world, if it does 
not lead to our experience of responsibility, love, celebration, 
and our commitment to transformation, then, whatever we call 
it, we have nothing but an empty shell.”

Peter Rollins

 Hymn: “When We Gather At The Table” MV198

Service of the Table

Invitation:

Come, Holy One, come.
Bless and nourish us with this meal;
bless and make holy this fellowship;
bless and empower  our lives,
that justice and love may be the measure of our common 
witness. .

Down through the ages your Spirit urged us on, 



through the giving of law, 
in the distillation of wisdom, 
the composition of verse and music, 
through the prophetic cry for justice, 
and most visibly in the birth, life, death, and resurrection of 
Jesus the Christ. 

And so God of Love, we give you thanks that as we are 
welcomed around this table we are able celebrate our unity, 
honour our differences, and rejoice in a common humanity that 
is embodied in Jesus Christ.   
With the faithful of every time and age, therefore, we enjoin our 
voices in praise:  
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Holy, holy, holy Lord. 
God of power and might. 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest!
Blessed is the One who comes in the name of our God.

Prayers of Concern and Celebration:

Our Father, who art in heaven,
Hallowed be thy name.

Thy Kingdom come,
Thy will be done

On earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day, our daily bread;
And forgive us our trespasses,

As we forgive those
Who trespass against us;          

And lead us not into temptation,
But deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,
And the power, and the glory,

Forever and ever. Amen.

We await with hope his coming again and so we proclaim the 
mystery of faith…



Christ has died
Christ has risen
Christ will come again.

Sharing of the Bread and Cup
 “Through the broken bread we participate
in the body of Christ.” 
“Through the cup of blessing we participate in the new life 
Christ gives.” 

The Bread of Heaven

The Cup of Promise
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Prayer After Communion:

Companion Christ, True Vine
We have eaten your heavenly bread and shared in your cup 
of Promise. We commit ourselves to a life of kinship. 
Sustain us on the road that in partnership with all of your 
children, we may travel on to eat and drink in justice and 
peace in the vineyard of the Vine-grower. 

Gathering The Gifts & Prayer of Dedication

Invitation To Offering: 

Gathering the Gifts:                                         Arlene Hepburn
Dedication Prayer: 
Thank you God, for feeding us this morning and for all the 
ways you nurture our lives. Bless our gifts collected this 
morning, those gathered through PAR, and all the offerings 
of our lives, that through them and us, all can be fed. Amen 



Sending Forth

Hymn: “Sent Forth By God’s Blessing” VU481

Benediction: 

 Dismissal:   “Go Make A Difference” (Chorus Only) MV209
Go make a diff’rence.  We can make a diff’rence.

Go make a diff’rence in the world.
Go make a diff’rence.  We can make a diff’rence.

Go make a diff’rence in the world.
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Minute for Mission
May 8

Global Mission & Service

A	Call	for	Peace	and	Prayer
A prolonged civil war that began in 1996 has led to extreme 
violence and human rights abuses in the Democratic 
Republic of Congo. Women and girls are bearing the brunt of 
the atrocities, suffering widespread sexual violence and 
abuse. 

Mission & Service partner L’Église du Christ au Congo has 
issued a “cri d’alarme” to the world highlighting the urgency 
of the situation. The Rev. Nzeba Kalombo Berthe, General 
Secretary of the Department for Women and Family of the 
ECC, says: “This cry of alarm invites us into national 
solidarity and compassion to assist these innocent victims to 
recover their dignity—but also to offer them hope as future 
professional women and honourable mothers.” 

Supported by L’Église du Christ au Congo, local women 
volunteer to support and accompany survivors, war orphans, 



and women’s groups. Families receive support to foster war 
orphans and provide them with a loving and safe haven. ECC 
also provides funding for school, medical care, and 
psychosocial support. 

The United Church, in partnership with others, is answering 
a call for prayers and action supporting peace in Congo and 
an end to the war on women. 

We are thankful that our Mission & Service gifts support the 
women and children of the Democratic Republic of Congo, 
who seek security, dignity, and healing. 

Please join me in making Mission & Service giving a regular 
part of your life of faith.

Loving God, we are called to be your colours in the world, to walk with each 
other,
to share in love through our gifts for Mission & Service.
Guide us to shine brightly in the world. Amen
[Available in French (online only)/disponible en français (en ligne 
seulement). Visit www.UCRDstore.ca/m4m. Visitez le site 
www.UCRDstore.ca/m4m.]

http://www.ucrdstore.ca/m4m
http://www.ucrdstore.ca/m4m

