
ST. ANDREW’S UNITED CHURCH 
Cochrane, Alberta 

SUNDAY WORSHIP  NOVEMBER 12, 2017 

 Please Stand As You Are Able 
THE GATHERING 

*WELCOME, COMMUNITY NOTICES: 

GOD IS GOOD 
 ALL THE TIME 

ALL THE TIME 
 GOD IS GOOD  

 Hymn: “O Canada” VU524 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

Opening: Lighting Candles of Thanksgiving, Peace, and Hope 

THANKSGIVING: 

One: Today, we light a candle of Thanksgiving in remembrance of 
those of this congregation and country who in the wars of this 
century made the supreme sacrifice of their lives. (candle is 
lit) 

All: It is right that we take time to remember and give thanks 
for the sacrifice of so many, a sacrifice that has made a 
difference for all of us today. 

Two: It is not the minute or hour that we take to call their deeds to 
mind that honours the sacrifices of all their tomorrows.  

All: It is what we do with our todays that speaks volumes. 
May we be worthy of the debt we owe.  

PEACE: 

One: Today, we light a candle of Peace in solidarity with those who 
live in lands where harmony in unknown and the horrors of 
war continue to be a part of the fabric of their lives. (candle is 
lit) 

All: We pray for the men, women, and children who live in 
countries where there is fighting and civil war, where hate 
and anger have turned neighbour against neighbour. 

Two: Yet, love is kept alive in the hearts of many, and the will to find 
peaceful solutions is part of the fabric of today’s visionaries.  

All: Please, O God, settle these conflicts. May your will be 
lived out daily around the world. 

 

 



HOPE: 

One: Today we light the Candle of Hope as we look forward to the 
day when wars will cease and no one will live in fear. It is a 
day in the future, but the future is in our hands now. (candle is 
lit) 

All: It will not be today, O God, but we trust that someday the 
swords of battle will become the tools of peace.  

Two: We pray that your prophets are right when they tell of each 
one living in their own vineyard and the lion and lamb lying 
down with one another. 

All: Please God, make your will and purpose burn in the 
hearts of all the peoples of the earth. 

One: We pray that there will not be another gentle, vulnerable of 
your children sacrificed again, for any reason.  

All: And let this day of hope begin with us. Amen. 

Hymn: “All Creatures of Our God and King” VU217 

PRAYER OF APPROACH 

LEST WE FORGET 

Poem: “In Flanders Field” 

In Flanders fields the poppies blow 
Between the crosses, row on row, 
That mark our place: and in the sky 
The larks still bravely singing fly 
Scarce heard amid the guns below.  

We are the dead: Short days ago, 
We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow, 
Loved and were loved: and now we lie 
In Flanders fields!  

Take up our quarrel with the foe 
To you, from failing hands, we throw 
The torch: be yours to hold it high 
If ye break faith with us who die, 
We shall not sleep, though poppies grow 
In Flanders fields 

FACES OF REMEMBRANCE 

THE WREATH PRESENTAION 
(by Lloyd Leugner) 

“Ashokan Farewell”     Will and Brad Perrin 

One: Please stand as you are able and remain standing. 



THE LAST POST 
Brian Goerzen 

MINUTE OF SILENCE 

REVEILLE 
Brian Goerzen 

Litany based on The United Church of Canada’s “Song of Faith” 
written by Jennifer Watts 

One: Jesus announced the coming of God’s reign—a 
commonwealth not of domination but of peace, justice, and 
reconciliation.  

All: Peace, justice, reconciliation—we are called to follow this 
path in our world announcing God’s love.  

One: He healed the sick and fed the hungry.  
All: Healing and nourishment—we are called to engage in 

justice and to fairly share the resources of our world with 
all.  

One: He forgave sins and freed those held captive by all manner of 
demonic powers.  

All: Forgiveness and acceptance—we are called to engage 
with others in seeking reconciliation—to hear one 
another’s pain and to see God’s presence in all.  

One: He crossed barriers of race, class, culture, and gender.  
All: Diversity and difference—we are called to enter into 

relationship with one another. To struggle with our fear of 
the unknown and to celebrate and embrace the 
uniqueness of God’s creation. 

One: He preached and practised unconditional love—love of God, 
love of neighbour, love of friend, love of enemy. 

All: Unconditional love—we are called to be people with 
hearts open wide with love. 

One: And he commanded his followers to love one another as he 
loved them. 

All: We are called to follow Jesus—on the path of love and 
companionship. Seekers of justice, makers of peace, 
singers of faith—To be the common wealth of God in this 
world. 

PEACE COMMITMENT 
written by Jennifer Watts 



 SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST 

THE MINISTRY OF THE WORD 

SCRIPTURE READINGS  1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 

Matthew 25:1-13 

 V/   Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 
R/   Thanks be to God. 

SPECIAL MUSIC: 
Give Us Peace 

REFLECTION: 
“WARTIME MEMORIES” DELORES DURIS 

GATHERING THE GIFTS & PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

INVITATION 

HYMN: “Seek Ye First the Kingdom” VU356 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 
God of justice, not just us, we commit ourselves to be your 
people and on your side. We do not stand neutral as injustice 
bleeds into our social fabric. You have called us to act—so we 
act. Thanks be to you for the vision, the courage, and the 
witness of Jesus, who shows us that the way to new life often 
comes through sacrifice. Amen. 

SENDING FORTH 

CALL TO PRAYER: “And When You Call for Me” MV96 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

CONCERNS AND CELEBRATIONS 

HYMN: “Let There Be Light” VU679 

 BENEDICTION 

May God give strength to God's people  
and bless them with peace!  

DISMISSAL: “SING AMEN” VU431 


