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 Please Stand As You Are Able

The Gathering
Welcome, Community Notices:

 Sharing The Peace of Christ:

God Is Good

All The Time
All The Time

God Is Good 

Gathering Music:           

Lighting The Candles: 
Sandra Jordan

“Love Knocks and Waits”
MV94
Love knocks and waits for us to hear, to open and invite; 
Love longs to quiet every fear, and seeks to set things right. 
Love knocks and enters at the sound of welcome from within; 
Love sings and dances all around, and feels new life begin. 

Call To Worship:  (based on Hebrew’s 10:11-15, 19-25)
One: The Holy Mystery we name god draws us to gather in 

worship and praise.
All: In faithfulness we gather to ask “how then shall we 

live?”
One: God’s promises to us still stand, the Law is written on our 

hearts and in our minds. 
All: Because of God’s grace we enter the sanctuary with 

confidence that Christ’s new and living Way is open to 
us. 

One: Let us approach God with true hearts and hopeful spirits for 
the One who has promised is faithful. 



 Hymn: I Have Called You by Your Name            MV161

Prayer of Approach: (based on Mark 13:1-8)
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Children’s Gathering Song:   Like a Rock
Like a rock, like a rock God is under our feet.
Like the starry night sky God is over our head,
Like the sun on the horizon God is ever before,
Like the river runs to ocean, our home is in God ever more.

Congregational Story Time:

the Ministry of the Word

Scripture Readings:  
Vera Elson

1 Samuel 1:4-20       
 Mark 13:1-8

V/   Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church.
R/   Thanks be to God.

Anthem: African Psalm 

Reflection:   “Welcome To An Unthinkable World” 

Quote: “The world is more magical, less predictable, more 
autonomous, less controllable, more varied, less simple, more 
infinite, less knowable, more wonderfully troubling than we could 
have imagined being able to tolerate when we were young.” 

James Hollis, Finding Meaning in the Second Half of Life

Gathering The Gifts & Prayer of Dedication

Invitation To Offering: 

Gathering the Gifts:    
Jim & Jean Blyth            

 Hymn: O Love How Deep
VU348



Offertory Prayer:
Loving God, we give thanks for your generosity that is alive 
among us. May your faithful grace be known among these 
your servants as we seek to encourage, celebrate and give 
thanks for all your gifts. Bless this offering as we continue to 
be your church together remembering who and whose we 
are. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.
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Call To Prayer:  “Love Us into Fullness” (vs. 2 & 3)

MV81
2. Love us into fullness,

hold us in your care,
cheer us with your presence
here and everywhere.

3. Love us into fullness,
and we will be strong;
Jesus, walk beside us,
fill our hearts with song.

Prayers of the People (Called to Be the Church page 19)

For our playful times and our serious times:
Thank you God.

For our moments of laughter and our moments of tears: 
Thank you God.

For hopes fulfilled and ones to come, for pasts unfinished and 
dreams not yet filled: 

Thank you God.
For the time you give us, and the talents you challenge us to 
risk: 

Thank you God.
For holding what we give you, and keeping it safe. For loving 
us, even when we do not love you: 

Thank you God.
Because we don’t always live out our love.
Because we don’t always live out your call.
Because we don’t always use what you’ve given us, to the best 
of our ability: 

Thank you God.



Because we are sometimes paralyzed: by fear, by longing, by 
anger, by greed, by ourselves and by others. Because we are 
sometimes paralyzing, those who need to be set free: 

Thank you God.
Forgive us, God. Show us your wisdom, we pray. 

For all those in need
We ask your blessing
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For all those in fear

We ask your blessing
For all those who have nowhere to turn

We ask your blessing
And, more than that, 
                  We ask that we might be your blessing to them,
                  Using the gifts you have freely given,
                  To share your love with all. 
Thank you Loving God.

Thank you Loving God. Amen! 

Celebrations and Concerns:

Our Father, who art in heaven,
Hallowed be thy name.

Thy Kingdom come,
Thy will be done

On earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day, our daily bread;
And forgive us our trespasses,

As we forgive those
Who trespass against us;

And lead us not into temptation,
But deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,
And the power, and the glory,

Forever and ever. Amen.

Sending Forth



 Hymn: How Firm A Foundation       
VU660

 Benediction: 

 Dismissal: May the God of Hope Go With Us             VU424
Verse 1 and refrain

-4-


