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 Please Stand As You Are Able 

THE GATHERING 

*WELCOME, COMMUNITY NOTICES: 
 SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST 

CENTRING MEDITATION 

GOD IS GOOD 
 ALL THE TIME 

ALL THE TIME 
 GOD IS GOOD  

LIGHTING THE CANDLES 
“O God We Call” VU411 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

One: The Voice that first broke the Holy Silence calls you to 
this place. 

All: It is a familiar and soothing voice.  

One: The Voice that created light and life—the voice that 
recreates you each day calls you to this moment. 

All: It is the voice of the One who loves us—the voice of 
the One we can trust.  

One: The Voice that sends the Spirit to renew, the Voice that 
names us Beloved, that calls us from baptismal waters, 
calls you to worship.    

HYMN: “I Am the Light of the World”  VU87 

OPENING PRAYER 

GATHERING SONG: ”Behold, Behold” MV115 

 CONGREGATIONAL STORY TIME 

THE MINISTRY OF THE WORD 
  



SCRIPTURE READINGS: GENESIS 1:1-5 
MARK 1:4-11 

 V/   Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 
R/   Thanks be to God. 

SPECIAL MUSIC 
When The Angel’s Song Is Silent 

REFLECTION 
“DIVE-BOMBED BY A PIGEON” 

QUOTE: “The dove descending breaks the air 
With flame of incandescent terror 
Of which the tongues declare 
The one discharge from sin and error. 
The only hope, or else despair 
Lies in the choice of pyre or pyre- 
To be redeemed from fire by fire. 

  Who then devised the torment? Love. 
Love is the unfamiliar Name 
Behind the hands that wove 
The intolerable shirt of flame 
Which human power cannot remove. 
We only live, only suspire 
Consumed by either fire or fire.” 

--T.S. Eliot -- 

COMMUNION HYMN: “Bathe Me in Your Light” VU82 

SERVICE OF THE TABLE 

One: Friends, we are all invited to this banquet. 
All: We come hungry and thirsty. 

One: The Light entered into the world, walking with the poor 
and the rich, the faithful and unfaithful, the strong and 
the weak, the young and the old, with adults and children 
alike. 

All: We come tired and discouraged. 

  



One: Come then and receive for Christ will wash the dust from 
your feet; he will wipe away your tears; he will take the 
burden from your shoulders and the heaviness from your 
heart, he will heal you and bring you wholeness.  

All: We come to this table to celebrate life and to 
celebrate faith. 

Jesus calls us to communion—to union with him and each 
other. Jesus sat at table with strangers and called them his 
friends. He sat with sinners and called them blessed. He calls 
us to sit with each other, to do justice and love mercy, all of us 
equals at the table and beyond.  

All: On the Sabbath there are no masters and slaves, no 
rich and no poor—there are no strangers here. 

CONCERNS AND CELEBRATIONS 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

God of Jesus Christ, God of this family gathered here, 
bless us we pray. We have received the bread and the 
wine; we are renewed by your Spirit. Go with us as we seek 
to spread your Spirit in you troubled world. In faith we seek 
your guidance as we try to flesh out your love. Amen.   

GATHERING THE GIFTS & PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

INVITATION 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

O Source of All, you invite us into your Love, you call us to 
service, you create us to partner with you as Co-creators, 
and you empower us to thrive rather than survive. With our 
offering this morning, we say, “count us in.” Bless these 
offerings and our ministries as we strive to be your faithful 
and hopeful people. Amen. 

SENDING FORTH 

HYMN: “Sent Forth by God’s Blessing”  VU481 

BENEDICTION 

DISMISSAL: “Go Now In Peace” MV211 


