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SUNDAY WORSHIP EASTER SUNDAY APRIL 1, 2018 

 Please Stand As You Are Able 

THE GATHERING 

*WELCOME, COMMUNITY NOTICES: 

STAY WITH US: AN EASTER CANTATA FOR ALL SEASONS 
by Walter Farquharson and Ron Klusmeier 

CHOIR: THE FIRST DAY OF THE WEEK 

CHOIR: SPICES AND OINTMENTS  

One: They found the stone rolled away from the tomb, but when they 
went in, they did not find the body. While they were perplexed about 
this, suddenly two messengers in dazzling clothes stood beside 
them. The women were terrified and bowed their faces to the 
ground, but the messengers said to them, “why do you look for the 
living among the dead?” 

All: This Jesus, the teacher, your healer and friend has told you his 
death could not signal the end. God’s purpose is stronger, 
God’s love is secure, God’s new day is crafted to thrive and 
endure.” 

CHOIR: WHY SEEK THE LIVING IN THE PLACE OF THE DEAD? 

CHOIR: AN IDLE TALE 

One: Now on that same day two of them were going to a village called 
Emmaus, about seven miles from Jerusalem, and talking with each 
other, about all these things that had happened. 

All: They set out on their homeward road, the two disciples lost 
and sad, re-living still the episode 
When all was lost and life made bad: 
An ugly cross had been the end 
Of Christ the perfect man and friend.  

CHOIR: LET’S GO FOR A WALK 

One: While they were talking and discussing, Jesus himself, came 
near and went with them, but their eyes were kept from 
recognizing Him. 



All: A stranger joined them as they walked  
That he their company might share;  
He listened to them as they talked 
Of broken hope and great despair. 
And then the stranger made reply 
That Christ the Lord was bound to die. 

CHOIR: WHAT IS THIS CONVERSATION? 

One: Then beginning with Moses and all the prophets, he interpreted to 
them the things about himself in all the scriptures. 

All: He spoke of Moses and his days 
  Of Egypt and the Promised Land,  

Recalled the prophets and their ways, 
The leading of the father-hand. 
At journey’s end to foot and rest, 
They made him feel a welcome guest. 

CHOIR: FRIENDS OF MINE 

CHOIR: STAY WITH US 

INVITATION 

At Easter time 
the space between heaven and earth 
grows thin 
time and eternity are one 
age old promises prove true 
long held hopes become real 
and we can finally believe 
that God’s will might be done on earth 
as it is in heaven 

As so we gather 
to celebrate and remember 
in the company of the one 
who names us and claims us 
risen and present 
not controlled by history 
not confined by texts 
not contained by death 
  



One who has walked alongside us 
who has heard our questions and cries 
who has offered gentle wisdom 
One who invites strangers to be neighbours 
and enemies to be friends 
around this table 

Christ invites us to this table 
if you know hunger or thirst 
for a deeper faith 
for a better life 
for a fairer world 
know that you are most welcome here 

Narrative of Institution 

On this night we recall that just as Jesus broke bread 
in that upper room with twelve disciples 
on the night before he died. 

Sitting at a meal table 
plates and cups, 
conversations and jokes 
friendship and betrayal 

Christ saying, take and eat 
this is my body broken for you 

Take and drink 
this is a new covenant in my blood 

He broke bread  
with those who thought him a stranger 
just as he had done before 
as a host he offered welcome, 
as a master he served 
making strangers into friends 
making a meal into a holy moment 

So now we do as Jesus did 
we drink and eat 
simple food and drink 
yet in these, Jesus himself promises to be present 
Christ himself offers to make us whole. 

  



Thanksgiving 
And so we gather in thanks 
to the One who always welcomes us 
home to the table 
from the dawn of Creation 
to the Easter sunrise 

Let us be still and know 
that Christ is present 
to save and to serve 
to guide and to call 
to comfort and to heal 

 (a time of silence) 

For your life which binds our living, 
for your love which shapes our giving 
for your peace which mends our breaking 
for your truth which guides our knowing 
We give you thanks 

Creator God, Maker of All, 
Holy Lord, Risen One, 
Spirit of Life, Bringer of Peace, 
The Breaking of the Bread 
With this bread that we break and eat 
Christ is present with us 
With this wine that we pour and drink 
Christ is present with us 

(Distribution of Bread) 

CHOIR: OUR TABLE IS A SIMPLE ONE 

(Distribution of Juice)  

CHOIR: AS GUEST HE CAME 
 
  



RESPONSE 

Invited in and honoured most 
to take his place at table’s head,  
the stranger-guest became the host  
by saying grace and breaking bread.  
Then suddenly they knew that Christ  
had made their common meal a feast.  

CHOIR: DIDN’T OUR HEARTS BURN WITHIN US 

Offering is collected. 

CHOIR: PEACE BE WITH YOU 

One: You are witnesses of these things. 

All:  O Jesus, come again, we pray,  
and share with us the things we do.  
Be our companion on our way; 
 let Easter in our homes come true.  
And let our life and work proclaim  
the power of your living name.  

CHOIR: NOW TO OUR CHRIST:  
Choir sings verses one and two: 
Congregation and Choir: verses three and four 

BENEDICTION AND BLESSING: 

Today of all days, we can go out from this place knowing that with God, 
anything is possible. Let us go with joy and thanksgiving, proclaiming with 
our very lives that Christ in indeed Risen!  

  



 


