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 Please Stand As You Are Able 

THE GATHERING 

*WELCOME, COMMUNITY NOTICES: 

 SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST 

The Stations of the Cross are a long standing tradition among Christians 
who are willing to enter into the ministry of Jesus’ extreme display of 
sacrificial love through devotions and meditations. We begin this service 
with the triumphal entry into Jerusalem – this is not one of the eleven 
stations we will experience, but is an important part of the story.   

READING MARK 11:1-11 

*Procession and Hymn for Palm Sunday 
*Children come in to loud Hosannas go to their spot 

CALL TO WORSHIP 
RESPONSIVE READING PSALM 118 (VU837) 

PART THREE (19-24) 

Open to me the gates of the temple, 
That I may enter and give thanks to God. 
 This is the gate of God, 

Through it the righteous shall enter. 
I thank you for you have answered me,  
You have become my salvation. 
 The stone which the builders rejected  

Has become the chief cornerstone. 
This is God’s doing, marvelous in our eyes. 
 This is the day that God has made,  
 Let us rejoice and be glad in it! 
I will meditate on your precepts; I will give heed to your ways. 
 I will delight in your statutes; 
 I will not forget your word.   
 
  



PART 4 (25-29) 

Save us, O God, we pray, 
 God, we pray, give us success.  
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of God. 
 We bless you from the house of God. 
God, our God has given us light. 
 With palm branches in hand let us march to the altar. 
You are my God, and I will thank you; 
 You are my God, and I will extol you. 

OPENING PRAYER 

INVITATION 

HYMN: “Hosanna, Loud Hosanna”  VU123 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 

As we begin our journey with Jesus to the cross, we dedicate our 
offering, confident, O God, that you have a purpose for us and for our 
gifts. Use them and use us to proclaim hope to the world. In Jesus’ 
name we pray. Amen.  

STATION ONE: THE ARREST 
LUKE 22:47-53 

REFLECTION/MEDITATION: 
“In what areas of your life do you feel the pull of evil? That temptation that 
you always have to keep vigilant to resist? How do you keep from crossing 

the line where our lives are controlled by the power of evil?” 

BLESSING: 
Jesus Christ crucified…Bless us though we are broken and often lost. 
Forgive our betrayals. Open our eyes to the harm our ambitions, our 

certainty and our greed can cause. Have mercy on us. 

STATION TWO: JESUS IS CONDEMNED TO DEATH 
LUKE 22:66-71 

  



REFLECTION/MEDITATION: 
“Where do you misuse power? Where do you take power from others? 

Whose voice do you make room for? Who do you empower?” 

BLESSING: 
Jesus Christ crucified…Bless us though we curse. Heal us though we 
injure. Protect the innocent, accept the guilty, and seeing that you are 

Truth, exonerate the falsely accused – have mercy. 

HYMN: “God Weeps”  MV78 

STATION THREE: JESUS TAKES UP HIS CROSS 
ISAIAH 53:7, REVELATION 5:12, ESV 

REFLECTION/MEDITATION: 
“Take some time to consider the ways you might be avoiding grief and 

pain. Denial is a strong force, but acceptance (though hard to come to as 
well), is equally strong. Have you ever taken a next right step in the face of 

imminent doom or hell fire breaking loose? Do you remember a time 
empathizing with someone who had experienced great loss? Let’s think 

about acceptance. Consider accepting tragedy. Consider accepting grace. 
What does this reveal in you?” 

BLESSING: 
Jesus Christ crucified, in the face of indignity, you surrendered. You 

allowed chaos to rule against you, and received your cross – you 
didn’t fight for your honor, but ours. You didn’t need to prove 

yourself…but you did. Help us, God, with the courage to accept our 
crosses, place in our hearts the strength to walk through our pain. 

Lord, have mercy.  

STATION FOUR: JESUS FALLS UNDER THE WEIGHT OF THE CROSS 
PHILIPPIANS 2:6-11, (THE VOICE) 

REFLECTION/MEDITATION: 
“Take a few deep breaths and get present. Let one of your life’s crosses 

surface for reflection. Feel what you felt and allow what you feel. 
Remember. Pull your sight back and look at the situation with a wide view 

lens. Sometimes we call this a God’s eye view. Find Jesus in your suffering 
using a God’s eye view. Connect with him there. Listen for wisdom, lean in 

for healing. What did you encounter here?” 



BLESSING: 
Jesus Christ crucified, so much weighs on you. Anguish brings a 

body down. You fall because human bodies are fragile, you fall 
because it’s so much to bear, you fall because falling is what humans 
do. We fall. Lord, have mercy. Bless the cross we carry, Lord, and the 
ground, bless the fallen that follow, picking themselves up, taking up 

their crosses to walk again.  

STATION FIVE: SIMON HELPS JESUS CARRY HIS CROSS 

REFLECTION/MEDITATION: 
“Have you ever reached the end of yourself? Did you ask for help? How 
hard was it for you to ask for help? Do you find you are often first to help 

but last to ask for help? Why do you think so?” 

BLESSING: 
Jesus Christ crucified, who else could walk this path? You lead me to 

my own powerlessness, my need for the shoulders of others to 
lighten life’s burdens – the hand of a friend cures the heart. For this 

mercy, I am thankful. Give me strength to ask for help when I need it. 
Gift me the blessing of being a help when there is a need.  

STATION SIX: JESUS MEETS THE WOMEN OF JERUSALEM 
LUKE 23:27-28, PSALM 27:8-9, JOHN 19:25, ESV 

REFLECTION/MEDITATION: 
“How does “God the Mother,” or the “Motherhood of the Holy Spirit” make 

you feel? Do you love who/what God loves? How have you received 
compassion?” 

BLESSING: 
Jesus Christ crucified, your pain enfolds into the heart of God, our 
Mother. She wipes your face, sees you. It is the strength of her love 

that bandages brokenness. Have mercy. Give us the blessing of 
seeing you in our time of need gift us your compassionate heart.  

STATION SEVEN: JESUS IS STRIPPED OF HIS GARMENTS 
MARK 15:22-24 

  



REFLECTION/MEDITATION: 
“What would it mean to walk away from this station with the heart of God 
versus the heart of the centurion? How do you cope with your shame? 

Where have you been healed of shame? 

BLESSING: 
Jesus Christ crucified, even stripped and naked they don’t see you 

for who you really are nor do they know the strength you stand with: 
shamelessness. Widen our sight! Give us a God’s eye view. Grant me 

the mercy of seeing you with your eyes. Gift me the blessing of 
standing with you, unashamed.  

STATION EIGHT: JESUS IS NAILED TO THE CROSS 
LUKE 23:32-33 ESV 

REFLECTION/MEDITATION: 
“How have you struggled with the crucified God? The violence of it all, 
where have you landed with it? This took a lot of love. A lot. How did 

Jesus’s human heart contain so much love? So much love that he is still 
inviting. Where can you be more inviting? 

BLESSING: 
Jesus Christ crucified, who were you to suffer such indignity? You 
hang, arms open to the world, holding nails, draining…I understand 

this is your way and yet I still beg of God: “Have mercy. Take him 
down.” May your inflictions cause an uprising of scars, a revolution 

of the wounded. Let them become first responders empathy as a 
salve, dignity and love within the poultice.   

STATION NINE: JESUS PROMISES HIS KINGDOM TO THE THIEF 
LUKE 23:39-43, ESV 

REFLECTION/MEDITATION: 
“Are you carrying unforgiveness? Why? For whom? Are you ready to be 

free? 

BLESSING: 
Jesus Christ crucified, have mercy on us. Even as you suffer towards 
death you are still making room for us, for criminals – liars, cheaters, 

con-artists, and worse receive absolution, and eventual liberation, 
their hearts made whole. Let us love how you love! With whatever 

skin we have left in the game, let us give it. With our last breaths let 
us bless the world saying: I forgive.  



STATION TEN: JESUS DIES ON THE CROSS 
JOHN 19:26-30 ESV 

REFLECTION/MEDITATION: 
“Have you ever lost something you can never get back? Have you ever 
received a gift you could never repay? How did you handle these times? 

Reflect on a dark, hard time. Whose faces come to mind? Who 
accompanied you during your grief? 

BLESSING: 
Jesus Christ crucified, on your last breath you remind us that we are 

given to one another to hold when horror happens – when love bleeds 
out before our eyes and darkness descends. The silencing of your life 

broke hearts wide open, so grieved the earth it heaved in pain. No 
words. No kingdom utterance.. Who are we to be able to withstand 

such pain? Let us not become immune to the suffering of others. Life 
without you is a taste of hell. Lord, have mercy.   

HYMN: “What Wondrous Love is This”  VU147 

STATION ELEVEN: JESUS IS LAID IN THE TOMB 
MATTHEW 27:57-60 

REFLECTION/MEDITATION: 
“There are either/or times in life. There are also both/and times. With Jesus 
tucked into what seemed like his eternal resting place, with Good Friday at 

hand, what either/or scenarios are you wrestling with? Which both/and 
ones? What is the scariest thing about “the abyss?” What is something you 
are ready to let go of, to make room for the unimaginable? Where is your 

hope? 

BLESSING: 
Jesus Christ crucified, you are held, entombed – in death’s space. We 

have come this far with you, but we cannot see beyond the stone, 
beyond the coldness of separation. What was it we held? What was it 
we felt? Hope. Energy. Life. What was it he used to say? Remember 

the warmth? Was that for real? Roll away stone or let life sprout 
through the rock! We remember having what we were searching for 
all along…We remember the blessing of Life rising out of the ash! 

Have mercy upon us, Lord, as we search our hearts and thoughts to 
find you.  


